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SUPREME COURT LEGAL SERVICES
COMMITTEE

Legal Aid in the Supreme Court It is with a
view to provide free and competent legal
services to the weaker and marginalized
sections of the society, to ensure that

‘opportunities for securing justice, are not

denied to any citizen, by reason of economic
or other disabilities, the Supreme Court Legal
Services Committee (herein after referred to
as SCLSC) has been constituted under the
Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 (herein
after referred to as Act)

Entitlement to legal services :-

Persons who satisfy all or any of the following
criteria as specified in Section 12 of the Act
shall be entitled to receive legal services from
the SCLSC, provided that such person has a
prima facie case to prosecute or to defend the
case before the Supreme Court :-

(a) a member of a Scheduled Caste or
Scheduled Tribe; f

(b) a victim of trafficking in human beings or
beggar as referred to in Article 23 of the
Constitution of India;

(c) awoman ora child;

(d) a person disability a defined in clause (i)
of section 2 of the Persons with
Disabilities (Equal Opportunities,
Protection of Rights and Full
participation) Act 1995 (1 of 1996); -

(e) a person under circumstances of
undeserved want such as being victim of
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a mass disaster, ethnic violence, caste
atrocity, flood, drought, earthquake or
industrial disaster;

anindustrial workman;

in custody, including custody in a
protective home within the meaning of
clause (g) of section 2 of the Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act 1956(104 of
1956) or in a juvenile home within th
meaning of clause (j) of section 2 of the
Juvenile Justice Act, 1986 (53 of 1986) or
in a psychiatric hospital or psychiatric
nursing home within the meaning of
clause g) of section 2 of the Mental Health
Act, 1987 (14 of 1987);

in receipt of annual income less than
Rupees 1,25,000. (Applicant required to
furnish an affidavit to this effect)

Legal aid will not be given for the following
cases:

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

Proceedings wholly or partly in respect'
of — defamation; or malicious
prosecution; or a person charged with
Contempt of court; and perjury;

Proceedings relating to any election;

Proceedings incidental to any of the
above proceedings;

Proceedings in respect of offences
where the fine imposed is not more than
Rs.50;

Proceedings in respect of economic
offences and offences against social
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laws, such as the Protection of Civil
Rights Act, 1955 and the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956 (unless in such
cases the aid is sought by the victim)
[Provided that the Hon'ble Chairman
may in appropriate case grant legal
services even in such proceedings]

(f) Proceedings where a person seeking
legal aid or advice is concerned with the
proceedings only in a representative or
official capacity; or is a formal party to
the proceedings, not materially
concerned in the outcome of the
proceedings and his interests are not
likely to be prejudiced on account of the
absence of proper representation.

[However, irrespective of the means test,
legal aid may be granted in cases of great
public importance; or in a special case,
reasons for which are to be recorded in
writing, considered otherwise deserving of
legal aid or advice]

Application Forms for Legal Services:-

e Every person who wants to avail legal
services, to file or defend a case before the
Hon'ble Supreme Court, has to make an
application for legal aid on a prescribed
format ( forms )available in the Front Office of
the SCLSC. The applicants can alsodown load
the application forms from our A -

www.sclsc.nic.in |

" \
Check List of the documents required by

SCLSC for filing matter before the Hon'ble
Supreme Court:
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Special Leave Petition ( Criminal )

Certified copy of High Court Judgement
High Court paper book

Copyof FIR

Copy of Evidences

Trial Court judgement

I I I

Reasons for delay, if any in approaching
the Hon'ble Supreme Court.

7. Certificate ofimprisonment
8. Applicationforlegal services
9. Affidavit for legal services
10.
11,

Vakalatnama

English translation of the documents,
which are in vernacular.

12. Affidavitinsupportof SLP.
Special Leave Petition (Civil )

1. Certified copy of the High Court
judgement

2. High Court paper book

3. Trial Court judgement/Tribunal Court

Judgement

Reasons for delay, if any in approaching

the Hon'ble Supreme Court.

Application for legal services

Affidavit for legal services

Vakalatnama

English translation of the documents,

which areinvernacular.

9. Affidavitinsupport of SLP.
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Statutory Appeals

1. Certified copy of the Judgement passed
by Forum

2. Paperbookofthe casefiledin Forum
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8.

Reasons for delay, if any, in approaching
forlegal aid.

Application for legal services
Affidavit for legal services
Vakalatnama

English translation of the documents,
which areinvernacular,

Affidavitin support of Appeal.

Transfer Petition (Civil/Criminal)

S

NoO s w

8.

Summons received from Trial Court

Copy of petition filed by the opposite
party before trial court.

Reasons for transfer

Application for legal services

Affidavit for legal services

Vakalatnama

English translation of the documents,
which areinvernacular,

Affidavitin support of Transfer Petition.

Respondent Matter

: B

-

Copy of the complete set of SLP /Transfer
Petition paper book.

Co plication for legal services

Review Petition (Civil / Criminal )

2.

Copy of complemww »

No objection certificate from the
Advocate on Record who filed the SLP, if

SLP not filed through SCLSC.

)

-

Affidavit for legal services

Vakalatnama

English translation of the documents,
which arein vernacular,

Affidavit
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7. Application for legal services
8. Reasonsfordelay.

Curative Petition (Criminal) (matter relating
to life sentence/death sentence only)

1. Copy of complete set of SLP paper book.

2. Certified copy of order passed by the
Hon'ble Supreme Court in SLP/Appeal

3. Certified copy of the order passed by the
Hon'ble Supreme Court in Review
Petition.

Complete copy of the Review Petition.
Affidavit for legal services.

Vakalatnama.

o T I

English translation of the documents,
which areinvernacular,

8. Affidavit
9. Application for legal services
10. Reasons for delay.

Note:- In case the applicant find any difficulty
in completing the documents, he/she may
approach the High Court Legal Aid
Committee/Authority and seek required
assistance for completing the documents.

Screening Committee:-

On receipt of completed application forms
alongwith all the documents (as per
checklist), the SCLSC refer & the matter of the
applicant to one of the Screening
Committee's for scrutiny and evaluation as to
whether the litigant is entitled for legal aid
and whether prima facie case is made or not?
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Appeal to Hon'ble Chairman:

The applicant whose application for grant of
legal services has been rejected by the
Screening Committee, may prefer an appeal
before the Chairman for decision, giving
reasons for not agreeing with the opinion
given by the Screening Committee.

Contact Address/ Telephone Nos.:

The Secretary

Supreme Court Legal Services Committee
109, Lawyers Chambers, R.K. Jain Block,

Supreme Court Compound, New Delhi - 110
001.

Phone Nos. 011-23388313, 23381257,
23073970

E-mail ;: sclsc@nic.in
NOTE:

1. GRANTING OF LEGAL AID BY THE SCLSCTO
THE APPLICANTS IS ABSOLUTELY FREE
OF COST.

2. THE SCLSC WILL NOT ENTERTAIN
INCOMPLETE DOCUMENTS.
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